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« Yon may pleafe to remember that in the old law they were for- 
fjid " to feethe a kid in' his mother'™ milk''; of which the received in- 
terpretation is, that we (houlJ not ufe that to the deilruiftian'of any 
creature, which was intended for its prefervation. 

'Waller's Speech oh the Imp. of Juft. Crawley. 



GENTLEMEN, 

HE following hiftorical mernoire, relating to the re- 
volution of Switzerland, forms a curious contrail to that 
of Mallet du Pan on the fame fubject. I have taken 
the trouble of tranflating it from the French, and if you 
fee in it. a paia|lel to any other country, or think it may 
be ufe fnl or amufing to the public, you ate heartily wel- 
come to the fruit of my labour. 

AN ANTI-JACOBIN. 

X HE Republic of Switzerland had long preferved the 
federal Union which connected its cantons, and from 
fome recent extenfion of conftitutional privilege, its 
commerce, manufactures, and civili7.ation, had experi- 
enced an unexampled encreafe. The generous policy 
of a powerful neighbour, pleafed at the advances of this 
inferior Urate,' determined to promote its profperity, and 
•encoura"ge its growth. Influenced by the kin deft and moft 
difinterefted intentions, the great nation had iifed every 
endeavour to acquire a paramount afcendancy in the 
counfels of Switzerland, and at length obtained the entire 
direction of her affairs. The happy effects of this 
benign and falutary influencewould have been apparent to 
every eye, had not the malignity of thefe natives, whom 
France in her wifdom excluded from power, mifrepre- 
fimted her defigns, and calumniated her character. Thefe 
men actively and infidioufly perverted all her motives: 
Her kindnefs they called oppreffk/n, her generofity fel- 
fifhnefs, and her magnanimity ambition. That w'bole- 
fibme reflraint which for a confiderable time fhe deemed 
it neceffary,, as well for the morality as the happinefs of 
Switzerland, to impofe on its commerce and 'its laws, was 
prepofteroufiy mifinte'rpreted into the jealoufy of a do- 
mineering fpirit; and it was even faid that the voluntary 
and gratuitous bounties of the great nation were the re- 
luctant conceftions of rights which fhe would otherwifc 
have been compelled to acknowledge. It may eafily be 
imagined (hat the clamour of thefe demagogues had 
much effect upon the unenlightened minds of the na- 
tives, and frequently obftrucled the plans which France 
had formed for the improvement of Swttzerland. In- 
direct interference became at length infufficient for the 
benevolent purpofes of the mighty republic, and fhe re- 



folved by an effort of kindnefs, hitherto nlmr-it unknown 
to nations, to 'fold the infant ilate in her embrace and 
. ch'erifh it into maturity, to participate with it her nou- 
rifhment and communicate to it a portion of her ftrcngth. 
This difinterefted kindnefs was received with rapture and 
gratitude by every virtuous inhabitant of Switzerland, 
and undifmayed by the corrupt violence of thofe who 
oppofed the meafure, the high-minded patriots laboured 
with enthufiafm to procure the extinguiflime'nt of their 
country in an incorporated Union with France.. A ran- 
corous confpiracy cxifted in one canton, which threatened 
deflruction to the federated flatc — nnimofities proceeding 
from religious diflinctions alienated the minds of one feet 
from another — the lower claffes of focicty funk in pover- 
ty^ which their peculiar fituation precluded them from 
even the hope of! furmounting, were naturally indolent ; 
and their paflions and underftandings, untamed and un- 
tought by the arts of civilized life, had often been fuc- 
cefsfaily worked on by the defigns of unprincipled poli- 
ticians. The caufe and the means of redrefling all thefe 
grievances could not long remain concealed from the 
true friends of Switzerland, and they' did not he fit ate to 
impute the former to the exiftenceof a federal, and feck 
for the latter in an incorporated Union with France. 
Hiftory will record as one of the anomalies in the cha- 
racter of man, that a blind attachment to antiquated 
forms, and the other delufions which deceive weak 
minds, induced many of the natives, in whofe hearts 
prejudice had ufurped the place of patriotifm, to imagine 
that all thefe evils were either infeparably connected 
with human nature and human conftitutions, or were 
the prop. r objects of municipal law. Some there were 
who iii their folly even deplored the humbled pride of 
their country, and in the frenzy of 1 heir indignation, fre- 
quently repeated the empty and childim expreffions of 
national freedom, national independence, as if fo poor 
and contemptible a ftate could pretend to a diftinct and 
independent exiftenee, or that it mufl i^ot receive infi- 
nitely greater honor bv fubfervience to that people whofe 
fame is unbounded, and whofe commerce extends to the 
extremities of the earth, than from die ludicrous boaflof 
its conftitutional libertv. 

The vigilant and 'active benevolence of France, had 
placed in the public ofliccs'of Switzerland, certaincTerks, 
who to unpolluted integrity added profund erudition and 
every excellence of literary talent. This clafsof men, 
to whom venality or profligacy of principle could not be 
imputed, who never fold their fervices to the higheft bid- 
der, or employed their pure pens in the drudgery of cor- 
rupt mafters ; — thefe immaculate citizens of the world, 
who nobly preferred the intereft of a foreign country to 
the illiberal advantage of their own, were indefatigable 
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in illuminating the public mind. Reganltcfs of the mi- 
litary force which France had provided to fecure the hap-' 
pincfs of Switzerland, this race of intillectiial beings, 
employed the gentler but not lefs- effectual weapons of 
fohd fenfe, refined argument, and all the fafcinations 
with which wit, fancy, and imagination make reafon ir- 
resistible ;—! heir efforts were aided-by the generous exer- 
tions of the French ministry a who even ccndefcended to 
deliver harangues in the Council of Five Hundred, for 
the lingje purpofe of printing and distributing them in 
immenfe numbers at the national expence, to reclaim 
the barbarifm and enlighten the darknefs of the Swifs. 
Thefe admirable productions in demonstrating the bene- 
fits which Switzei land miifl derive from the incorporati- 
c», in wealth, constitution, and manners, united all the 
embelltfhments of perfuafive eloquence with the precifi- 
on of mathematic certainty. 

The commerce of the Svvitzers, which formerly was 
fettered withfuch restraints as commerce cannot endure, 
had recently obtained a freedom of interc'ourfe with the 
reft of the world almoft unlimitted, and- which in the 
courfe of time, from the natural advantages of the 
country, might lead to national wealth. 'J he flocks of 
that paftoral people produced abundance of wool, and 
their fields favourable alike to pasture, and the cultivation 
of flax fupplied the necessities of ether countries, and 
even of France with provifions and linen, which 'many 
of the peafantry had acquired expertnefs in manufactur- 
ing. But France, from that fcrupulous care of inferior 
states, which always diftinguifhed her counfe!s,for along 
time declined not only to permit the. importation of the .;• 
Swifs woollen manufacture into her market, but alfo pro- 
hibited the exportation of the raw material from Swit- 
zerland to other countries. This reftrictibn, with the 
many others impofed by France, on the commerce and 
industry of Switzerland, was founded on the eternal prin- 
ciples of immutable juftice. It could not efcape the fdre- 
fight of France how ill mankind can bear fudden prof- 
perity, how apt. the acquisition of wealth or power is to 
intoxicate and derange the human underftanding, and 
how rapidly the influx of riches would change thefimple 
and innocent character of the contented Swifs peafant, 
into that compound of meannefs and vice, the citizen of 
a wealthy and commercial nation. So far, therefore, 
as depended on France, the doctrines of the fage Rouf-_ 
feau were ftrictly obferved, and the virtuous pleafures of 
a ftate of nature were not exchanged by Switzerland fpr 
the depravities of civilization. 

But the humane efforts of France were vain, the trade 
of Switzerland became free, and a traffick; with other 
countries, which unluckily was too fuccefsfu I, debauched 
the national morality, and wealth and all its confequent 
train of evils were making a fatal progrefs among this 
unfortunately profperous people. France faw with for- 
row that the deadly career of cultivation could not be 
checked, and that fmceihe could not restore Switzerland 
to its former ftate of innocence, it was her duty to regu- 
late the commerce of that country fo as beft to fecure 



the happinefs or>its inhabitants. Since pafforal felicity 
was no longer to be their lot, the great nation took care 
that they fliould not feel the anxieties which attend the 
progress from poverty to riches, or fitftain the ftruggles by 
which that, end is generally accomplifhed. With this 
view France propoied incorporation, that the existence 
of the two nations might be -identified-, that her trea- 
fure might circulate through every limb of the confolr- 
dated republic, to make her intereft the interest of Swit- 
zerland, her profperity its profperity, her power fts ag- 
grandizement. With what an inpenetrable veil docs 
commerce fliroud the minds of its votaries ! Can it be- 
believed that even this prodigal generosity of France 
found opponents among the trader/ of Switzerland ? Ac- 
tive and indefatigable, to invent fbme plausible ground of 
resistance, they at laft flood on that article of the treaty 
of incorporation, which fubjected 'Switzerland to an 
equal fhare in the future genera! taxation. Their nar- 
row minds were incapable of conceiving the motive of 
France in introducing this stipulation, they could not fes 
that the contributions of Switzerland were beneath tire 
attention of the mighty republic, and that the pitiful 
revenue of fo poor a country was required only to make 
the treaty appear reciprocal, and as nominal quid pro quo, 
to give (lability to the bargain. The other objections 
which iffaed from this feftlefs body of men were no lefs 
frivolous: " Wc furrender the free constitution of our 
country," laid they, " and what have we to gain ? — our 
local situation cannot be changed — you cannot give our 
country population, or our people industry— we cannot 
expect from your merchants or manufacturers a liberal 
conduct, becaufe they have always difcouragsd our ad- 
vancement — are we to look for a fudden and magical 
change from illiberal jealoufy to an open participation of 
mercantile advantage ? And even if you were sincere, 
the relative condition of the two countries makes fuch 
a change impospble : — Indolence and poverty cannot 
contend with enterprize and wealth, and without a ca- 
pital the Swifs adventurer mutt be extinguifhed even in 
his own market." How obvious and fatisfactory was 
the anfwer ! " When the interests of the two countries 
come to be identified, their commercial gains fhall no 
longer be diltinct, it will be like a poor trader uniting 
himfelf'to a wealthy ferme, and although no individual 
Swifs may attain riches from the meafure, yet the nation, 
as being part of the great republic, will become enriched, 
and laws cannot defcend to notice the advantage of indi- 
viduals. But added to this, the direct import trade of 
the towns moil remote from France will encreafe ex- 
ceedingly, while thefe nearest to her will fupply by canals 
the whole nation with articles of foreign commerce, 
which may be.fo eafily conveyed from France, and thus 
the import trade being more than trebled the profperity 
of the people (which has no dependence on its export 
trade) will be advanced in an incalculable degree.* Add 

* Mr. Sampfon has in his pamphlet applied a fimilar train of clofc 
and conelufive reafoniaff to this country — page 40. 
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to thefe advantages, that not only' will the produce and 
manufactures of Frante be facilitated in their importa- ' 
tion and fale in your market, but no fooner (hall Switzer- 
land be raifed to a level with the great nation, than the 
French merchant Shall abandon his counting-houfe and 
his connexions, the French manufacturer tranfpcrt his 
machinery, the French farmer defert his land, all of them 
call afide their national prejudices and carry with them 
their capital, and people the towns and fertilize the 
plains of happy Switzerland. Then Shall the dreams of 
poets be realized in that terreStrial paradife, all its moun- 
tains fhall be mountains of gold, all its vallies vallies of 
diamonds, and Switzerland alone mall boafr. the pofTeffion 
of feas of milk and fhips of amber" This demonStra- 
tive reafoning convinced multitudes: A few whom 
nothing could Satisfy remained in daiknefs: "Oh!" 
faid the)', " ycu holdout Similar hopes to Holland, and 
no- fooner had (lie embraced you as a Sincere friend than 
She found you faithlefs ; if y>>u violated the treaty of 
incorporation with the Dutch how can we commit ail 
our concerns to your honour ?" Infenfibles I'not to per- 
ceive that the true fecurity of political contracts is the 
mutual advantage to be derived from them, that the va- 
lidity of fuch a convention always implies that no Supe- 
rior benefit can be derived from its violation, and that 
the generofity of France (in the gratification of which 
{he feels more delight than riches.can beStow) on tha one 
hand, and the true intereft of Switzerland on the other, 
are the real guarantees of fuch a treaty. Did it .follow 
as a fair argumentative conSequencc, that btcaufeFraJice 
found it expedient to amend fome of the articles in' the 
Dutch treaty, ihe could by possibility find it ncceuiiry to 
adopt the fame conduct towards Switzerland ? 

In that country the advocates had always been com- 
mon fubjects for the contempt and ridicule of' the peo- 
ple, on account of their ignorance, and fordid, ungen- 
tlemanlike manners. It was a ludicrous and proverbial 
remark among men of education that the "advocates 
were " doElorum liomnum thdittiffimum genus." The 
members of this bafe body, attached only to their own 
narrow interests, refilled the welfare of their country, 
under the flimfy pretence of a regard to ancient forms, 
and from them proceeded moSt of the objectionsboth as 
to the legality and the policy of the incorporated Union. 
Thefe bigots had the audacious folly to declare that a 
legiflative aflembly, deputed for the purpofe of enacting 
laws, had no power to deflroy the francliife of the body 
by which they were delegated, and by preventing the 
existence of future distinct legiflative bodies, fubvert the 
constitution of which they were appointed theguardi- 
ans. This abfurd doctrine was countenanced by the 
obfolete books of their law, but received an immediate 
anfwer from the voice of reafon ;— the very nature of a 
reprefentative legislature demonstrated the omnipotence 
of the delegated body, for in the- very act of electing 
the reprefentative the conflitueni plainly and unequivo- 
cally furrenders his rights and his understanding, and 
the rights of his posterity to the discretion of the perfon 



he has chofc-n ; am! although the Senator may forget that 
' fome duties are owing to. the mafs from which he came, 
yet thefe are entirely voluntary ; and his power, to 
which the' constitution affigns no definite limit, is 
therefore unlimited, and extends to the privilege' of up- 
rooting the constitution itfelf. But on this topic the ar- 
gument of a Dutch reprefentative, whofe generofity was 
equalled by his inflexible integrity, was moft convincing. 
•How ridiculous, faid he, for fo contemptible and wea- 
ther-beaten a State as Switzerland to reject what Hol- 
land, proud, opulent, difintereffed and formidable Hol- 
land willingly accepted ! This was unanfwerable. The 
arguments on the policy of the meafure were nolefs 
cogent; and next to the 40,000= Standing arguments, 
were moft impreffive on the minds of the enlightened 
Swifs. Is it not a melancholy reflection, faid the French 
writers, that your legiflature has long been made the 
theatre- of French faction, and is it not your reproach 
to have been called, in the tempeSt'of your contefls, a 
puddie in a Storm?; Will you continue to be torn by 
thefe tumults which difgrace, although they character- 
ize all free States ? Will you preferve fo turbulent an 
existence ? No ; rather- feek repofe in the Slumber of 
death than hold fo fretful and feverifh a being. This 
flafhed conviction— it was irrefiStible. It was alio with 
admirable t candour unci addrefs renrefented to the religi- 
ous feet which wanted nothing but a participation of po- 
litical power, that when the fyStem from which they 
were excluded Should he destroyed,, they might obtain 
thofe benefits which, during its continuance, it was 
impoffible they cotdd acquire; while to the favored feet 
the threat 'was more than infmirated, that if the old 
fyftem were fuflfered to remain; the impoflibiliiy, muft in- 
evitably happen, and their afcendancy be proftrated by 
an univerfai and equal communication of confti.mticr.a'l 
privilege. For a long time, however, the underSr.indir.fts 
of many of the natives remained unconvinced, and the 
warriors of the great nation enforced the arguments of 
her politicians. The Shades of error fade before the 
light of reafon — France -Succeeded — Switzerland fur- 
rendered her- feparate existence, and became happy.. 
The change which this glorious event produced in J he 
minds and conditions of men was aStonifhing. Politi- 
cal and moral doctrines which had long been' bi'ried un- 
der the oppreSSion of a fanatic religion and illiberal 
laws revived, and triumphed in the forum of eniighte-)-- 
ed debate.. The adventurous reafoner, .imtrani; 'led- by 
fupcrStition, puShed his Speculations ■_ to the extent of 
his principles. When men had the fortitude to ftcrifice 
their parent country, and bury her in the befom of. a 
fuperior power, the chain with which vulgar mural; ty 
had bound their condt'ft was broke, and there was 
fcarcely any a& vrhioh thev formerly held to b? oriininal 
that could not, in t!v,-ir new tenets, receive ft:" UfKficati- 
on.From what illiberal ignorance, called ine^utui];; to die 
country which gave them birth, the tii-nfi'ion was'eafy 
to the fame want of feeling towards die neural p*.-enr 
and the restraints which the old morality impoi'ed on 
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their confciences were entirely removed; filial piety, 
and all letter duties, were abolifhed, and what the Swifs 
loft in ccnftitutional. freedom, was amply.compenfaled 
\o them in the unbounded exercife of intellectual liberty 
— the benefits which, in other refpects, they have ob- 
tained are innumerable. No political faction difturbs 
their. tranquillity ; on the contrary, the cxactnefs and 
order. with which the new mode of adminiftering the 
conftilutio/i is, conducted,- refembles the quiet and regu- 
larity of military difcipline. The multitude of French 
troops which fwarm in their towns and villages, have 
added much to the population of that diflrict.; and by 
enereafing the confumption of every article of pro- 
duce and merchandize, they have literally contributed to 
encourage agriculture, and extend commerce. The 
wealth of that limb of the confolidated republic is be- 
fides. infinitely augmented, as well by the export of all 
the materials neceflary for manufacture, as by the im- 
port of thofe luxuries which France fends to the Fifcal, 
military and municipal officers whom fhe has ftationed 
there. Thetreafures of the great nation, lavifhed in the ex- 
pences of thofe whom fhe appoints to guard the intereft 
of the Swifs, freely circulate through every clafs of men 
in that happy country. The manners and morals of the 
natives have alfo received wonderful improvement, the 
former from that refinement and elegance which- inter- 
courfe with an army never fails to give, the latter from 
the vigilant fuperintendance of the foldiery. Thus, time 
which has verified the predictions of the politicians of 
France, has refuted the malignant forebodings of her 
enemies, and all. the bleffings of liberty, equality, and 
French fraternity, are plentifully poured, upon that for- 
tunate portion of Europe which was formerly Switzer- 
land,— Live the Republic^ 



exertion, influence, threat, prcmife, or menaces, in en- 
forcing a proper lift of names, as it is of the utmoft 
.confequence ; and tranfmit the fame forthwith to my 
office at the Hoziers-hall, or after the hours of bufinefs 
at .my apartment in the Lower Caftle Yard. 
I am 

Your- mod obedient, &c. 
ROGER GOWKR, Clerk of Hoziers. 
To the Sheriff of Antrim. 



The'fdllowing letters were found after a dinner of the 
Whig Club, near the head of the table, and 
J. S. Efq. was in the chair, it is therefore prefumed 
they dropped out of his pocket. 
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Sir, 



N. B. Take care you are not counteracted by 

M — of H — t — d, and if force is neceflary G — 

N t— t is on the fpot. 



HAVE it in command to defire that you will forth- 
with procure to the enclofed refolutions the fignature of 
all and fingular the gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders, of 
the courity of Antrim, and that you will fpare neither 



(he 



Sir, 

I have the horior of your letter, and have the pleafure 
to tranfmit you back the resolution figned by 36 gentle- 
men and freeholders, moftof my own relations, and I am 
promifed mora fignatures, but you know apromife in poli- 
tical bufinefs cannot always .'be depended upon. I did 
not think it prudent to call the county: I judge this the 
beft and moft conflitutional mode of collecting the pub- 
lic opinion ; befides there are near 6000 freeholders, 
and if there was a meeting many might be talking of 
independence, liberty, free trade, and fijeh nonfenfe. 
I remain Sir, 
' Your moft devoted humble Servant, 

*-— Sheriff of Antrim. 

To Roger Gower, clerk of the Hoziers, at his office 
at Hoziers- hall, or after the hour of bufinefs at his 
apartment in the lower Caftle Yard ; or in his ab- 
fence— To J. St— p — s, Efq. Member of the 
Whig Club. 

Quere — Why is not the word Union in the Antrim 
addrefs ? Anfwer— Becaufe it was manufactured ,by the 
fame workman who compofed the tract, that kept 220 
gentlemen up two whole nights debating on its meaning. 



We nave received an account of the Toafts drank at 
the dinner of the glorious 104, who dined at the Smug- 
glers in Cook- ftreet, SirB. R. in the chair, which fliali 
appear in our next. 



SuWin.: printstt % Slatnw i^orcj 4.J., Conege^rssri, 



